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What is a Pollinator Garden?



Virginia Creeper 
Sphinx Moth 

Examples of Pollinators Native to Maryland.
Northern Paper 
Wasp

Blue Orchard Bee



What is a 
Pollinator?



Regenerative gardening for pollinators benefits all life.
According to global monitoring data for 452 species, there has been a 45 percent decline in invertebrate populations 
over the past 40 years. DIRZO, SCIENCE (2014)





Look around your yard, find a patch of clover, a violet, 
or a dandelion, don’t kill it, and you have become a 
pollinator gardener.







Design is a 
matter of 
taste!



Regenerative 
gardening 

mimics 
nature’s 
design.



Design for Biodiversity.



Sustainable designs synergize lives 
of people and pollinators.



Garden 
smarter not 
harder!

Above: Hugelkulture beds already mostly 
covered with annual crops and flowering 
perennials only 3 months after 
constructing. The sloped sides of the beds 
create microclimates that speed the 
germination of spring seeds.



Choose plants wisely.



Beneficial plants for people and pollinators:

Culinary Herbs: Lavender, Thyme, Oregano, Sage, 
Mint, Rosemary, Fennel and Dill.

Human-edible/medicinal plants: Vitex 
“Chasteberry Tree”, Feverfew, Chamomile, 
Hyssop, Passionflower, Elderberry, Mallows, 
Coneflowers, Raspberry, Blueberry, Chokeberry 
Serviceberry, Pawpaw, Hazelnut, Walnut, Willow, 
Black Cherry, Borage, Beebalm, Milkweed, and 
Witchhazel.



Native nursery resource: https://choosenatives.org/location/native-nurseries/

https://choosenatives.org/location/native-nurseries/


Creating your pollinator garden.

Fall is the time to start!



Prep and soil amendment.



Build soil with organic matter!



Planting key species. 



Maintenance 
of Pollinator 
Gardens



Watering Basics
It’s impo Watering!



Active Ingredient
 

Aphids Ladybugs

Caterpillars Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki

Fungal Problems Copper octonate
Extract of Neem oil
Potassium bicarbonate (85%)
Sulfur

General Insect Pests Capsaicin and related capsaicinoids 
Extract of Neem oil
Fatty Acid Soap
Potassium salts of fatty acids 

Lawn Pests
(Grubs and Fleas)

Cedar oil (2%)
Steinernema carpocapsae (Nematodes)

Mosquito Larvae Bacillus thuringiensis var. iseaeliensis 
(10%)

Snails and Slugs Iron phosphate (1%)

Note: While products like pyrethrum and rotenone are naturally-derived, they are broad spectrum 
insecticides which can kill both pests and beneficial insects. Therefore, it is best to use narrow 
spectrum insecticides when possible.

Least Toxic Pest Products On Market:

Pest management resource: 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/pa
ges/habitat/wabugs.aspx



Give plants room for growth.



Fertility of soil and plants.

Long-term soil-vitality depends on integration of organic matter.

Compost, which is a mixture of ⅓ brown/aged carbon-rich leaves, 
twigs, and straw, ⅓ food scraps and ⅓ grassclippings, weeds, 
leaves and other yard waste. 

Other organic or specific fertilizers can be used as needed, and 
many can be prepared at home with household materials.

https://gardenerspath.com/how-to/composting/plant-nutrients/



Understand your weeds!

To control the weeds!



A pair of Eumenes 
fraternus “Potter’s 
Wasps” on a blooming 
“Boneset”
Eupatorium perforatum 
volunteer “weed” in my 
yard.



Drawing the line on invasive 
plants.



There’s a season for everything.



Design is a matter of taste - 
Regenerative Pollinator Gardening is a matter of 

importance!



Thank you for your time! Happy gardening!

Questions or comments welcome!
Emma deVries
443 699 0592
emma@earthstargardening.com


